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In preparing this report, IWATTA Aboriginal Corporation has relied upon information, data, 
surveys and/or site inspection results taken at the time and under the conditions specified 
herein. Iwatta Aboriginal Corporation has also relied on verbal information and documentation 
provided by the Proponent/Client and/or third parties representing the Proponent/Client, but has 
not attempted to [independently] verify the accuracy or completeness of that information. To the 
extent the conclusions and recommendations in this report are based in whole [or in part] on 
such information, they are also [therefore] based upon the validity of that information. Iwatta 
Aboriginal Corporation assumes no responsibility for any consequences arising from the 
information or condition(s) concealed, withheld, misrepresented, or otherwise not fully disclosed 
or available to Iwatta Aboriginal Corporation . The findings contained in this report are the result 
of methodologies used in accordance with normal practices and standards. To the best of my 
knowledge, they represent a reasonable interpretation of the condition of the site in question. 
Under no circumstances, however, can it be considered that these findings represent the actual 
state of the site/sites at all points in space and time. Given the changing nature of the landscape 
in response to processes including erosion/weathering from wind and rain, and the erosive 
nature of current and/or past farming and grazing activities, the circumstances reported herein 
may alter. As such Iwatta Aboriginal Corporation places a shelf life of [no more than] four years 
on its reports. The formulation of any Indigenous archaeological heritage management strategy 
or cultural heritage management plan (CHMP) based upon the information provided in this 
report beyond that time (four years), must be viewed with caution and is NOT recommended. 
Any representation, statement, opinion or advice, expressed or implied in this report is made in 
good faith but on the basis that Iwatta Aboriginal Corporation is not liable (whether because of 
negligence, lack of care or otherwise) to any person for any damage or loss whatsoever which 
has occurred or may occur in relation to that person taking (or not taking) action in respect of 
any recommendation, statement, or advice referred to above. Any findings, conclusions or 
recommendations only apply to the aforementioned circumstances and no greater reliance 
should be assumed or drawn by the Proponent/Client. Iwatta Aboriginal Corporation accepts no 
responsibility for the use of this report by parties other than the Proponent/Client for which it was 
written. Iwatta Aboriginal Corporation accepts no responsibility for use of this report beyond its 
shelf life. 
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Zenith town planning, representing ​IT Power  Renewable Energy Consulting​, commissioned 
Iwatta Aboriginal Corporation to carry out a cultural heritage assessment on a portion of 
“Peterson winery”, a property approximately 3.46 kilometres south-east of Armidale in the 
Armidale Regional Council local government area, on the Dangarsleigh road, New South Wales, 
in preparation for the proposed Dangarsleigh solar farm. Zenith and ITP Renewables have 
targeted an area on “Peterson winery” as most interest for development and the area identified 
throughout this report as the Study Area.  

The purpose of the Aboriginal cultural heritage investigation reported in this document was to 
carry out the required statutory cultural heritage assessment. Searches of the OEH Aboriginal 
Heritage Information Management System (AHIMS) database located 1 Aboriginal site within 
800 meters and 1 Aboriginal Place 2.43kms of the “Petersons winery” study area. 
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Figure 1 – ​ Lot 494 DP 66672 and Lot 2 DP 569410, ​The “Petersons winery” project area 
identified by ITP Renewables as of most interest to their proposed solar farm project.   

 

The results of the field work completed for this cultural heritage assessment located no surface 
Artefacts, sites or places of Aboriginal Cultural significance across the study area. The 
environment across the study area is dominated by undulating plains, cleared of trees with 
dams placed in various locations across the landscape. Currently it is utilised as prime pastoral 
land for cattle grazing.  

No further Archaeological investigation is required, if for any reason changes are made to the 
footprint outlined in this report, further Archaeological investigation will be required. 
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Figure 2–  The environment across the study area is dominated by undulating plains, cleared of 
trees with dams placed in various locations across the landscape. Currently it is utilised as 
prime pastoral land for cattle grazing.  

Survey transects were completed in a north-south direction, beginning along the western margin 
and moving from west to east. Ground surface visibility in the study area was 80-90%. 
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2 THE LEGISLATIVE CONTEXT  

The NSW National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 The NSW National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 
(the ‘NPW Act’) provides protection for all Aboriginal cultural heritage (ACH) sites and objects in 
New South Wales and promotes the conservation of Aboriginal cultural heritage objects and 
places that are of high cultural significance. Sections 84, 86, and 87 of the Act provide 
protection for Aboriginal places (S84), describe that it is an offence to harm or desecrate and 
Aboriginal object or declared Aboriginal place (S86) and set out defences and exemptions 
available for activities that have the potential to result in harm and/or desecration (S87) to 
Aboriginal cultural heritage objects and/or places. Section 86 also sets out the penalties and 
regulations as defined in the National Parks and Wildlife Regulations, Part 8A.  

The NPW Act 1974 (the ‘NPW Act’) is the primary piece of legislation for the protection of 
Aboriginal cultural heritage in New South Wales. The Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH) 
administer the NPW Act and it provides statutory protection for Aboriginal objects by making it 
illegal to harm them (Aboriginal objects) and Aboriginal places, and by providing two tiers of 
offence against which individuals or corporations who harm Aboriginal objects or Aboriginal 

places can be prosecuted. The NPW Act defines Aboriginal objects and Aboriginal places thus: 
Aboriginal object means any deposit, object or material evidence (not being a handicraft made 

for sale) relating to the Aboriginal habitation of the area that comprises New South Wales, being 
habitation before or concurrent with (or both) the occupation of that area by persons of 

non-Aboriginal extraction, and includes Aboriginal remains. 

Aboriginal place means any place declared to be an Aboriginal place under section 84. If 
Aboriginal cultural heritage objects and/or places are present or are likely to be present and the 
proposed activity will harm those objects and/or places then Sections 90-90R of the NPW Act 
outline the permit process that must be followed prior to the commencement of that activity. 
These sections provide details of the Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit (AHIP) system as 
regulated by the Director-General of the Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH) and 
describe the Aboriginal Heritage Information Management System (AHIMS), the database of 
registered Aboriginal site information across New South Wales.  



 

IAC 

 

In 2010 the Department of Environment, Climate Change and Water (DECCW, precursor to the 
OEH) introduced a range of guidelines regarding the assessment and management of 
Aboriginal cultural heritage in New South Wales including the;  

o Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Consultation Requirements for Proponents (2010a). 

 o Code of Practice for Archaeological Investigation of Archaeological Objects (2010b). 

 o Due Diligence Code Of Practice for the Protection of Aboriginal Objects (2010c). 

 o Guide to Investigating, Assessing and Reporting on Aboriginal Cultural Heritage (2011).  

The highest tier offences under the NPW Act are reserved for knowledgeable harm of Aboriginal 
objects or knowledgeable desecration of Aboriginal places. Second tier offences are strict 
liability offences—that is, offences regardless of whether or not the offender knows they are 
harming an Aboriginal object or desecrating an Aboriginal place—against which defences may 
be established under the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Regulation 2009.  

 

 


